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In many respects it was appropriate that the last meeting Dr. Hardy attended,
before hisdeath inSeptember, wasone in New Haven on thermal physiology, since this
was the scientific area that he held dearest and to which he had made his most
significant contributions during his long and productive career as a scientist.
Dr. Hardy received his undergraduate and graduate training at the University of
Mississippi in mathematics and physics, and went on to receive his Ph.D. in physics
from Johns Hopkins University in 1930 for work in visual and infrared optics. He was
an NRC Fellow in Infrared Astrophysics at the University of Michigan from 1930 to
1932, and then came to work in the field ofphysiology at theCornell Medical School in
New York, with Professor Eugene F. DuBois. There, at the Russell Sage Institute, he
began a series of studies on human thermal physiology and biophysics that led to a
more complete understanding of man's thermal exchange with his environment, and
the development of the radiometer as an invaluable tool for thermal physicists and
physiologists.
During the war years, from 1941 to 1946, Dr. Hardy served as a line officer and
physicist in the U.S. Navy, and then, in 1946, he became Associate Professor of
Physiology at Cornell Medical School, where he continued his research. In 1953, he
became Research Director, U.S. Navy Aviation Medical Acceleration Laboratory at
Johnsville, Pennsylvania, and held a joint appointment as Professor of Physiology,
University ofPennsylvania Medical School.
In 1961, Dr. Hardy became the Director of the John B. Pierce Foundation
Laboratory, New Haven, and Professor ofPhysiology at the Yale University School of
Medicine. Following his retirement in 1974, he continued in emeritus status as a
consultant to the present Director ofthe Foundation, Arthur B. DuBois, M.D.
During his career, Dr. Hardy gave much of his time to the service of science: as
memberofthe Executive Council ofAPS (1956-64); member forphysiology, National
Board of Medical Examiners (1959-65); section editor (Environmental Physiology),
APS Journals (1966-72); and the firstchairman ofthe IUPS Commission for Thermal
Physiology (1970-72). He also served on many committees of the National Research
Council and National Institutes of Health.
Dr. Hardy's work was highly esteemed among his peers, and he received honorary
degrees from universities both in the United States and abroad, as well as many awards
from medical and engineering societies allied to physiology. He was elected a member
ofthe National Academy ofSciences in 1975. For his wartime service with the Navy,
he was also awarded the Purple Heart and Legion ofMerit.
During his tenure as Director of the John B. Pierce Foundation Laboratory, Dr.
Hardy took a great interest in fostering international cooperation in the area of
temperature regulation. Postdoctoral Fellows and Visiting Scientists from Canada,
Britain, France, Germany, Scandinavia, Japan, China, and Australia all studied and
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carried out research in his laboratories. It was during this time that he was
instrumental in helping to form the IUPS Commission for Thermal Physiology.
Perhaps our fondest memories of Dr. Hardy go back to the spectacularly successful
meeting that he organized in New Haven in conjunction with the IUPS Congress of
Physiology in 1968. The proceedings of that meeting, Physiological and Behavioral
Temperature Regulation, is still regarded as a classic work in the area oftemperature
regulation physiology.
In this spirit, his colleagues, students, and friends all wish to dedicate the
Proceedings of this Symposium, held in New Haven some 18 years later, to the
memory ofa remarkable man.
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